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Abstract

the functions of these structures. A comparative analysis of archaeological indicators and 
ethnographic data makes it possible to substantiate the chronology of the mugkhanas and 
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Introduction 

mugkhanas within Kyrgyzstan remains limited.

Research Methods
Data collection and analysis in this article were carried out using the following approaches: 

empirical basis of the study consisted of identifying the spatial distribution of mugkhanas in 

of these structures.

such as mughona and khona-i-mug was compared in order to determine the position of the 
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Discussion

historical origins. The designation is attested in several regional ethno-linguistic variants: 

Distribution and landscape setting. Materials collected from local informants indicate 

Construction features and functional interpretation.

methodologically well grounded.

arrangement of ancient burial structures dating back to earlier centuries. These domed 
constructions feature a rectangular opening on the side and are built of roughly worked 
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Photo 1. Mugkhanas in Bulak-Bashy Village, Photo 2. Side view of a mugkhana in Bulak-

further stated that they buried valuable possessions and household vessels together with the 

historiography of research on these stone structures and notes that published accounts do 
not present a uniform characterization of mugkhanas. In some works they are referred to as 

even to yurts. 

passage leading inside and often contain collective and multi-layer burials. It was precisely 
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other items were interred together with the deceased. This element should be treated as a 

3 Photo. General view of the Mughonas (Bulak-Bashy village, Kok-Tash ayil okmotu)

Integrating oral history and archaeology. The main strength of oral history lies in its ability 

hypotheses.
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arranged to prevent rainwater penetration. Their entrances are commonly oriented toward 

some cases were replaced by livestock-related outbuildings and sheds. 

 

4 Photo: Mughona with mouth facing south 5 Photo: Mughona with its mouth facing east

Conclusion
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likewise used mugkhana to refer to different kinds of constructions and suggested that the 

the particular importance of this method for establishing the age of mugkhanas (Mezgin 

mugkhanas in Kyrgyzstan and the restricted material base indicate that it is still premature 

systematic archaeological research.
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