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MATERIAL CULTURE IN THE KYRGYZ�KARAKALPAK EPIC �KURMANBEK�: A AS 

AN EXAMPLE OF WEAPONS

Abstract.

in the Kurmanbek/Kurbanbek epic constitutes through an important ethnographic source: its 

historical and ethnographic parallels between the two traditions.
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Introduction

Kurmanbek epic has been performed among the people. Although a number of performers 

this missed opportunity is still retold by the poet Jolboldu Alibaev and his fellow villagers. 

own talent and creative capacity. People still note today that no one wrote their versions 

The Kurmanbek epic is found not only among the Kyrgyz but also among their Karakalpak 

their oral traditions have preserved works that share common plots and narrative patterns 

Research Methodology
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made it possible to analyze material culture in the epic as an ethnographic source and to 
substantiate its capacity to preserve historical memory.

Results

of utilitarian tools and implements into items with military functions in response to evolving 
social needs. The emergence of weaponry was appeared to the growth of production and 

Analyzing folkloric information helps to trace the origins of weaponry and to identify its 

as follows:

there is not a single sad person.
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from burial sites and images carved on rock surfaces indicate that in the medieval period such 

They clashed again and again.

spouse.

And strapped his arms to his waist.

In the Kyrgyz epic:
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And see for myself

Kurmanbek:

vengeance and grievance.
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replaced the straight sword.The difference is that the straight sword was used by heavily 

depicted as follows in the battle between the giant Alshagyr and Kurbanbek:
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decorative item. The epic materials indicate that it was produced by specialist craftsmen who 

And drank his blood like water.

Proto-Turkic form si
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And at my sides are two noble argymaks.

And at my waist is my precious jeweled dagger.

bone and wood are also known.

arrowheads began to lose their prominence. In the period from the tenth to the fourteenth 

before and after the Mongol period. The evolution in manufacturing forms was driven by 

fringes. Two different types of straps were attached to the saadak: one for slinging it over the 
shoulder and another for hanging it from a belt. The size of the saadak was made according to 
the number and length of arrows. It was used by warriors and hunters. The verse lines cited 
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And his waist bent like a bow.

reinforced with bone and decorated with carved ornamentation. They were carried attached 

A coat of mail whose collar was adorned with gold.

The moon and the sun were eclipsed.
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important point is that sacred numbers were employed in connection with various national 

stated that the collar of this maut garment was decorated with gold.

Discussion. The historical-ethnographic and terminological-semantic analyses demonstrate 

mechanisms.
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