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Abstract

This article explores the cultural and historical significance of Barpy Alykulov (1884-1949),
a prominent Kyrgyz akyn (folk poet and improviser), as a key figure in preserving and
developing Kyrgyz national identity. Drawing upon his poetic works and mastery of aitysh —
the traditional Kyrgyz form of poetic improvisation — the study analyzes how Barpy’s creative
legacy reflected social injustice, love for homeland, and collective memory during a period of
profound transformation in early 20th-century Central Asia. His poetry is presented not only
as an artistic expression but also as a vehicle for social critique, national unity, and cultural
continuity. The article further highlights the relevance of Barpy’s work in contemporary Kyrgyz
society, particularly in educational and cultural practices, and emphasizes the importance of
safeguarding such heritage for future generations.
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BAPIbI ANbIKYJIOB KAK KYNbTYPHbIX ®EHOMEH: POJIb EFO TBOPYECTBA B
COXPAHEHWUU U PA3BUTUU KbIPTbI3CKON HALLMOHAJIBHOW UOEHTUYHOCTU

A6nbIKy/IOB YiaHOeK AMaHGaeBuy!
"MexxgyHapopHbii yausepcuteT umenn K.III. TokromamaToBa, Keipreiacran

AuHoTanusa

B maHHOI1 cTaThe paccMaTpUBaeTCs KyJIbTYPHO-UCTOpUYECKOe 3HaueHye bapnbl AnbIKy10Ba
(1884-1949), Bb1maroierocst KbIproi3CKOro akblHa (HapOJHOI0 IM03Ta M MMIIPOBMU3aTOPa), Kak
K/II0U€eBO¥ QUTYyphl B COXpaHEHUM U PA3BUTUM KbIPThI3CKOM HALIMOHAIbHOM UIEHTUUYHOCTH.
Onmpasicb Ha ero mo3TUYecKue IMPOM3BedeHMsI M MacTePCTBO alThillla — TPAAULIMOHHOM
KbIPTBI3CKOI (OPMBI MOITUYECKOI MMMIPOBU3AIMM, — UCCIEIOBaHME aHAJIU3UPYeT, Kak
TBOpUeckoe Hactenye bapmbl oTpaskaao colMaabHYI0 HeCIIpaBeJIMBOCTD, TI000Bb K POAVHE
1 KOJUTEKTUBHYIO IMaMSITh B IIEPUO/T, ITyOOKMX ITpeo6pa3oBaumii B LleHTpanbHO A3un Havasa
XX Beka. Ero 1oa3us npencrapjieHa He TOIbKO KaK Xy[40oXXeCTBEHHOe BbIpaskeHue, HO U KaK
CpeaCTBO COUMAIbHOV KPUTUKM, HALIMOHAJIbHOTO €AVHCTBA U KYJIbTYPHO TPeeMCTBEHHOCTH.
B crarbe Takke IMOOYEpPKMBAETCS aKTyaJIbHOCTb TBOpYecTBa bapribl B COBpeMEHHOM
KbIPTBI3CKOM 00IIIecTBe, 0COOEHHO B 00pa30BaTEIbHONM M KYJIbTYPHON IMPAKTUKE, a TAKKe
BaKHOCTh COXPaHEHMS 3TOTO HacIeaust AJ1sl OyayIIuX IMTOKOJIeHMIA.

KnroueBsle ciioBa: bapIibl AJIBIKY/IOB, KbIPrbI3CKas Ky/JAbTypa, HAlMOHAIbHAS UIEHTUUYHOCTD,
aiThIll, yCTHOE TBOPUYECTBO
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Introduction
The history of every nation is enriched by the names of those who, through the art of words,
preserved and transmitted national wisdom, traditions, and the spirit of their time. One of the
most outstanding figures in Kyrgyz cultural heritage is Barpy Alykulov — a folk poet (akyn)
whose creative path reflects the complex social, political, and cultural processes of the early
20th century.

Barpy’s poetry is not only a part of the artistic legacy of Kyrgyz people, but also an important
instrument in preserving and strengthening national identity.

The aim of this article is to consider Barpy Alykulov as a cultural phenomenon and to identify
his contribution to the formation of Kyrgyz national consciousness through his poetic works
and the oral tradition of aitysh.

Barpy Alykulov (1884-1949) [1] was a renowned Kyrgyz improvisational poet (akyn) whose
works reflect the social struggle, folk wisdom, and cultural uniqueness of the Kyrgyz people
in the early 20th century.

Born into a poor peasant family, Barpy experienced social injustice from an early age — this
gave his poetry a deep concern with themes of social equality, the protection of the oppressed,
and criticism of feudal systems|2].

His mastery of aitysh and oral poetry became a powerful tool for expressing public sentiment
and contributed to shaping collective identity during times of upheaval. Barpy not only
preserved the richness of oral traditions [3], but enriched them with modern civic and social
content.

Today, Barpy Alykulov is seen as the voice of the people, a defender of justice and a symbol
of the Kyrgyz cultural heritage. His legacy continues to inspire generations, reinforcing the
national identity of Kyrgyzstan.

The purpose of this study is to analyze the literary heritage of Barpy Alykulov in the context of
its impact on preserving and developing the cultural identity of the Kyrgyz people. The article
aims to explore how Barpy’s poetic works reflect essential elements of national distinctiveness
[3] — social values, historical memory, and oral traditions — and how they contributed to the
consolidation of a shared identity and cultural continuity during the socio-political changes
of the early 20th century.

Barpy Alykulov as the Voice of the People
Themes in His Poetry and Aitysh: The Struggle for Justice, Critique of Social Injustice, Love for
Nature and Homeland

The poetry of Barpy Alykulov is deeply rooted in the real life of the Kyrgyz people and reflects
the core cultural and moral values of his era. At the heart of his songs and aitysh lies the
struggle for justice. Barpy consistently opposed social inequality, denouncing the tyranny
of local feudal lords (bais and manaps) and corrupt authorities who exploited the poorest
layers of society. Through vivid metaphors and powerful poetic imagery, he gave voice to the
suffering of ordinary people, raising their dignity and resilience [4].

His critique of injustice was not abstract or rhetorical — it was based on direct observation
and personal experience of poverty and oppression. His poetry became a form of popular
protest, contributing to the rise of social awareness and a desire for fair change.
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Alongside his social themes, Barpy’s deep love for nature and his native land occupies a
significant place in his work. He skillfully portrayed rivers, mountains, and steppes as spiritual
sources of strength for the Kyrgyz people. Nature, in his poetry, is not only a physical reality
but also a symbol of freedom, vitality, and unity with the homeland. Through the beauty
of the natural landscape, Barpy inspired a strong sense of belonging and pride in national
culture.

Thus, the themes of Barpy Alykulov’s aitysh and poetry were not only personal or artistic
expressions, but powerful tools for preserving cultural memory and defining the national
identity of the Kyrgyz people.

Connection to the Historical Context: Reflection of an Era of Change and Collective Suffering

Barpy’s work is closely tied to the historical context of the late 19th and early 20th centuries
— a time marked by dramatic social, political, and economic transformations in Central Asia.
This era witnessed the decline of the traditional feudal order, the intensification of colonial
rule, growing class tensions, and widespread dissatisfaction among the people.

Barpy lived in a time when the Kyrgyz population faced severe oppression: poverty, injustice
from local rulers, and the exploitation of peasant labor. His poetry directly reflected these
hardships — portraying the true condition of the oppressed, the lawlessness of the powerful,
and the pain of the common people.

His work became especially poignant during the early years of Soviet rule, when the first
reforms were introduced. While remaining faithful to the interests of the people, Barpy gave
voice not only to their suffering but also to their hope for justice and a better future. He
envisioned a society based on equality and fairness, without abandoning his deep-rooted
cultural values.

Aitysh as a Cultural Code of the Kyrgyz People

Aitysh is a traditional form of improvised poetic competition between Kyrgyz folk poets
(akyns) and holds a special place in Kyrgyz cultural identity. It is not merely a contest in
wit and eloquence, but a collective act of cultural expression, reflecting the values, ideals,
and worldview of the people. Through aitysh, historical knowledge, social norms, and ethical
principles were transmitted, and akyns themselves were seen as guardians and transmitters
of cultural memory.

In Kyrgyz society, aitysh has long been regarded as a public forum, where important social,
political, and moral issues were voiced. It served not only as a form of entertainment but also
as an instrument of social reflection, moral education, and the strengthening of national
consciousness [4].

How Barpy Used Aitysh Not Just for Art, but as a Tool to Defend the People's Interests

Barpy Alykulov elevated aitysh to a powerful form of social critique. With remarkable sharpness
and precision, he used his improvisational poetry to condemn injustice, abuse of power, and
exploitation of the poor. Barpy went beyond the traditional image of aitysh as mere verbal
dueling — he transformed it into a voice for the people’s suffering and aspirations.

His aitysh often directly targeted the greed and cruelty of feudal lords and corrupt officials.
Usingrich folklore techniques, metaphor, and symbolism, Barpy made his messages accessible
to a broad audience, increasing their social impact. His verses not only reflected the spirit of
the times but shaped public opinion, calling for justice, dignity, and moral responsibility.
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Examples of Barpy’s Aitysh

One of the most well-known aitysh performances was his poetic duel with Toktogul
Satylganov, another legendary Kyrgyz akyn. In this exchange, themes of social justice, truth,
and honor were central. These aitysh events were not merely literary performances, but
genuine manifestos of popular conscience.

Barpy frequently used images of nature — rivers, wind, mountains — to symbolize freedom
and the enduring spirit of the people [4, 6]. For example, in one of his aitysh, the river becomes
a metaphor for truth and inevitable change:

“Akkan suuday akyikat keler,

Jalgan diiyné jangylat bir kiin.”

(Translation: “Like a flowing river, truth will come;
This false world will one day be transformed.”)

Such metaphors added emotional power to his verses, turning aitysh into a poetic force for
justice and the preservation of Kyrgyz moral and cultural foundations.

The Image of Kyrgyzstan in Barpy’s Poetry

In the poetic world of Barpy Alykulov, nature occupies a central place and serves as a powerful
symbol of homeland and national identity. In his verses, the images of rivers, mountains,
wind, and steppes are not merely descriptive — they carry deep symbolic meaning, expressing
the spiritual bond between people and their native land.

The river in Barpy’s poetry often symbolizes the flow of time, constant renewal, and the
pursuit of truth. Mountain peaks represent resilience, strength of spirit, and the freedom of
the Kyrgyz people. The wind becomes a symbol of change, bringing renewal and cleansing
society of injustice and stagnation. These natural images together create a holistic vision of
the homeland as a living, dynamic space intimately linked to the destiny of the Kyrgyz nation.

Barpy seamlessly wove national mythological views into his poetic descriptions of nature,
portraying it as a sacred force that upholds life and moral values. His admiration for the
beauty of the Kyrgyz landscape conveyed a deep sense of pride and belonging.

The Role of Poetry in Cultivating Patriotism

Barpy Alykulov’s poetry played a crucial role in the development of patriotic consciousness
among the Kyrgyz people. His works not only praised the natural beauty of the land, but also
called for the preservation of cultural heritage and the recognition of the profound connection
between the individual and the fate of the nation.

Through vivid, emotionally resonant images of nature, Barpy instilled a collective
understanding of the value of native land as the foundation of national existence. His poetry
helped to foster a sense of historical continuity, reverence for ancestors, and pride in cultural
identity. During the period of intense social and political transformation in the early 20th
century, Barpy’s poetry became a unifying force, helping to anchor Kyrgyz society around
shared values and ideals.

Thus, by celebrating nature and homeland, Barpy Alykulov significantly contributed to
the formation of national self-awareness, making his poetry a powerful source of patriotic
education and cultural identity for the Kyrgyz people.
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Barpy in Contemporary Culture.
How His Memory Is Preserved Today: Monuments, Schools, Events

The memory of Barpy Alykulov continues to live actively in the cultural and social life of
Kyrgyzstan. His name is given to schools, streets, and cultural institutions. In the Suzak
district of the Jalal-Abad region, where he was born, memorial plaques and busts have been
erected in his honor. Additionally, there is a secondary school named after Barpy in the village
of Barpy, which serves as an important center for patriotic and cultural education of youth.

Annually, various events dedicated tohis memory are held across Kyrgyzstan: literary evenings,
improvisational poetry contests (aitysh), and academic conferences. These occasions help
to popularize Barpy’s heritage among younger generations and strengthen his status as a
symbol of national pride and cultural consciousness.

140th Anniversary of Barpy (2024) under the Auspices of TURKSOY|[2]

In 2024, the 140th anniversary of Barpy Alykulov’s birth was celebrated at an international
level. On the initiative of the Kyrgyz Republic and with the support of the International
Organization TURKSQY [2], a series of solemn events were held.

The main activities took place in his historical homeland—the Jalal-Abad region—where
international conferences, aitysh contests, exhibitions, and presentations of new research on
Barpy’s work were organized.

These events emphasized Barpy’s contribution to the development of the Turkic cultural
community and his role as one of the key voices expressing the national spirit of the Kyrgyz
people on the global stage.

Conclusion

Barpy Alykulov holds a special place in the history of Kyrgyz culture not only as an outstanding
improvisational poet (akyn), but also as a guardian and transmitter of national identity. His
creative work reflected the deep social processes experienced by the people, embodying ideals
of justice, honor, and respect for the homeland and culture. Barpy succeeded in preserving in
poetic form the spiritual values that defined the essence of Kyrgyz society, passing them on
to subsequent generations [5, 6].

Through vivid images of nature, critique of social injustice, and glorification of national values,
Barpy fostered a sense of belonging to native culture, strengthened national consciousness,
and inspired people to defend their rights and traditions. His work became a living cultural
code, maintaining continuity between generations.

Preserving the cultural heritage of figures like Barpy Alykulov is of exceptional importance
for the future. In the context of globalization and cultural changes, such examples help
younger generations to recognize their identity, respect their history, and safeguard their
unique spiritual values.

Barpy’s legacy remains a shining spiritual beacon, reminding society of the need to cherish
culture as the foundation for sustainable development.
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